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had already thrown out every communist it could lay its hand on). In
the provincial elections, they set up 108 candidates all over India, not
as a partisan exhibition of injured vanity, but to popularise their pro-
gramme of unity and freedom on the basis of an unqualified recogni-
tion of the self-determination of nationalities and the final struggle for
power. They warned the country against crafty imperialist manoeu-
vres, but that did not prevent them bs'ng maligned and attacked from
every side. The League called them the fifth column of Congress,
while the latter could not forget their refusal, on ideological grounds,
to join the upsurge which followed August 9, 1942. National figures
like Jawaharlal Nehru conducted unceasingly against them a vitriolic
campaign, chartering air planes to address election meetings wherever
they were a factor to reckon with. They won nine seats altogether
which was in the circumstances quite a creditable performance; even
their bitterest critics admitted that they had been pitted against Con-
gress's enormous prestige as well as a terrific Big Money-Bureaucrat
combine and that they had stood their ground.
It was not only that the campaign against communists went on
ruthlessly, though they bore the brunt of the propaganda battle
against them. A particularly nauseating instance, which ail honest
Congressmen condemned, was the attack by hooligan elements, mas-
querading as indignant patriots, on the Communist Party's central
headquarters and printing press. This happened on January. 24, when
all over India there were enthusiastic celebrations of Subhas Bose's
fiftieth birthday. Anti-communism has everywhere been a potent
weapon of reaction and its slogans were used by interested people to
injure the organisation, apart from the Communist Party, of class-
conscious workers and peasants. Important Congress leaders even
lent their name and influence to the formation of the Hindustan
Mazdoor Sevak Sanghf rival to the All-India Trade Union Congress
and based on the idea of class collaboration and gentle transition to
Gandhiji's Ram Rajya where princes and paupers are to co-exist.
There was a similar effort to disrupt the Kisan Sabha, organisa-
tion of peasants, by setting up parallel bodies. One result of this
internecine dissension was the failure of the Trade Union move-
ment to prevent the execution in Coimbatore of four workers a
few months ago, on the charge of having beaten to death a factory
watchman.
At election time, of course, things happen in almost every
country which are best forgotten when the temporary frenzy is over.
Between Congress and the League, however, and between the League
Muslims and the so-called nationalist Muslims of various categories
to whom Congress lent support, the acrimony too often took a very